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District Mission Statement: Independent School District 181, in partnership with the community, will ensure all students achieve their individual 

potential by providing the highest-quality programs and resources to prepare learners for an ever-changing global society. 

December 23, 2020 

 

 

Dear Warrior Families,  

 

As I begin today and on behalf of the Board of Education, I would like to wish all of our Brainerd Public School’s family a safe, 

happy and healthy holiday season. We would also like to acknowledge the many contributions our staff, parents and students have 

made to ensure an equitable and highly effective educational learning environment during this unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic. 

Thank you! 

 

Since the last update on December 17, 2020, the Minnesota Departments of Education and Health have provided statewide guidance 

that will allow us to begin to bring our youngest learners back to full in-person learning. The new guidance allows school districts to 

slowly return elementary students to in-person learning with up to three grade levels starting at one time, every two weeks. The 

Minnesota Safe Learning Plan is being updated frequently and there are many details to work through as we plan to bring our learners 

back to school. We will be sending out a comprehensive communication after the first of the year, which will include further updates. 

Prior to that time, we want to communicate what we do know in order to allow you and your families time to plan over the holidays. 

 

Brainerd Public Schools students in early learning programs through second grade will return to in-person on Tuesday, 

January 19, 2021. Until this date, students in early learning through grade two will remain in distance learning. The school 

day will continue with the same shortened schedule we used this fall. Students receiving intensive special education services in 

grades three and four will be contacted by their case manager regarding in-person learning. Safety mitigation strategies, which align 

with the revised plan, will be implemented.  

 

Currently, our tentative plan is to implement a rolling start to in-person learning by bringing students in third and fourth grades, 

and Lincoln Education Center back to school buildings starting on Monday, February 1, 2021. A final decision will be made with 

guidance from MDE and MDH. If you elected for your student(s) to participate in distance learning for the whole year, and would 

like them to return to in-person learning, please complete the attached Enrollment Change Request. 

 

Students in grades three through twelve will remain in distance learning until further notice. Yesterday, MDE shared with us 

that we may begin discussions and planning on January 4, 2021, with public health and our regional support teams about a potential 

return to on-site learning for students in grades five through 12. 

 

In order to plan and prepare for these in-person transitions, there will be no distance learning for students in early learning through 

fourth grade on Thursday, January 14 and Friday, January 15, 2021. Emergency care will be provided these days. Monday, January 

18 is a scheduled non-school day for all students, including distance learning or emergency care. 

 

As I reflect on the past ten months, there have been many bumps along the way; however, the rewards far outweigh the challenges. 

The experiences of this year have encouraged us to “think outside of the box” and to collaborate more effectively than ever before. 

These attributes are encouraging and exciting as we anticipate 2021 - a new beginning and a chance to bring our children back 

together with their teachers, on site. Throughout the holidays, we will be watching for additional state updates and will further 

report to you during the first week of January 2021. In the meantime, we wish you the Happiest and Healthiest of Holidays!  

 

Respectfully, 

 
Laine D. Larson, Superintendent 

Brainerd Public Schools - ISD 181 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gt86YzPVQBUXEVRf4k3q_7Wagao0sL-p/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eajaQBPuVQIqyT8zGZHf13pQpM6XKZPkGRFU7RvwPSQ/edit

